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Repor't on ringiit- Suinr;er 1968

Inirodi'.ction
.lliclcen Fen caiaies i. large ljoplilli-i;ion of bre;eding birCis, i,rhich are

of pari;j-culrr intcr'es-b bccause the .liabi-i;;rt is uniq;i;.e in the county.
This is vrorth siuc.iying, especially :-n coqpa:ri-sonlrith i:iuch of the rest
of the f cnland , uhich ha.s bcen Crast icall-y arl-te rcd by drainage and
nodern agriculture. it is ho1-,ec ';iurt ii:fc;ruri'itron 3ather"cd in -i;he

coursc of c. sustaincrl ;ingilrg llrobt:anlle niglit bc o-i sone use to tliose
it:vclved in the manage::rent of the L'c:e, r;irer:c precise lcnov;lccg'e of 'r;he
needs of thc floL:a a;ro faui:ei is ctcaiJ-;, af pi'ime inrportail.ce r

fhe noet cffeci,ive fia)' of obiaining accureitc j-nfor iaation on the
birds is by sys-l;crsr:tic trai,pi::g anci 'ii:ging. 3ir'Cs can bc icl.entified
uniquely by nugs s.r.rcl i-ii is t]ri"rs possiblc 'uo f'ollol,l thcir history oil
sr:"i:tscclucn-b retrarpings. In thj-s marfre:r' iii is possible io esi;r.blish
the statusr relat'ive a,bunda;ice ai:ii !]:rJ'-i;jcuiar nceds of -bire various
specics. Prcvj-ous :ringing has becn rnclc.i:ta,ken by louthliai'ue and ireru:
and Paliicr ar:.cl. souie bi.r:cls rii:ged b;' tlicn have bcen:.etra;ped i-n 1968,
It j-s possiblc th.at 'uhe staiu.s of' scvcrai spccies r'efencd 'oo by Easy
and ,Kir-bland (lgq ) iras alrcady changcd, and tliat -uhe 3'aihering of in-
formation i;hrori;i:or-it the brecding seesori couid be i:elpfut j-n monitor'ing
such ci:arigcs a"r:d iri i,ieiin-i;itir:.in5 a i,aele accu::a,te pi-c-bure ci the status
of rnany" of the sr-,ecics'r,o be-found o1l tlie tr'cn. 'i'hc pilot sclleme in
1968 has shovrn ar.r;uvc all tha'u lrse ful- iirr'orri:a-u j-on ca.r: be obi;ained, iind
this rcpor"-L ainis .i;o slt.rl; r,rha-b has been fcr-r:id so far and where further
reseaircl: vtould i:c valuable.

ii ) The nat ional Acrocephalus lJncir-iirry

0f particr.,.]a:: in'ccrcst aie the ecrocephalus uarr-:lers - the Reed
and Sed5e tTarblers. 'Jirese ar:'e nurlerous cln the icn ernd are the objects
of a nntional inc1u1 ry at i;}ie lloi;reni; o

Previous e:rpcriei:ce dur'ing' the na-bicnal Sand iflari;jn inquiry has
sltolrn tiui; if ::in3'e::s all ovcr i;iie coui':.tr';. 3a; encouragerl i;o concentr"ate
their cffori;s on one or tlro species, il.crc rir€ci bir;ds a,re controrled
(caug'ht ali'vc b;,''othcr linge::s elseriiie;e) and consequenily nu.ch more
it:fr:rniation can j:e colieci;cd. Botlr species (nut espccially ihe Reed
trqa::blcr) brecd iJ: rcstr"ictcd habit.:-i;s, anci arc thus effectively colonial.
In consequence ii is possiirie -Lc catch large nur:rber's in a particular
afCa.
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The initial clucstions iihich ni6ht be ansi;ered ere as follolvs

a) ifirat propor';ion of acl*lt s change colonies from
one breedi:rg seascn ,ro another?

b) f,tra-b is the distribu-bion of bircls, br.ed in one
colony, r;ihen they return for the firsr tine, in the f ollor,,ling sumr.le r?

c) illlcn clo aor.rlts and juveniles leave g:c colonies?
Are the ea::ly mov eracnt s of juvenile s orientated?

d) f s trr'ero a tendency in auturnn for. the birds to
nove from one colony -bo r,nothei.befo;"e reavi:rg
,3ritain?

e ) liil:at is ti:e patte:r: of lrc,ight fluctuaiion 6roug1:-
out the tirnc fhai;'oirds are in the coun-bry?
trlhat lieight gain is 'chcre during the days priorto depar'cure and ere tiic:rc tocalities -,rt *r. birds
congregate to pu-i; on pt:c-nigratory fat?

The ques-i;ions a) ancl b) are cliiccted tolrarcls populii.tion studies
and ihe results may be of prac-bical as i,rell as academj-c in-berest,
Thc i'emaining c.uestions are concerned nith rnigr.a-bj-on and the closelyjnterlinked sub j ect of ue ight s ,

ij"j-) Techniques used at 'lilicken

Birds ar'e caught uith nist nctsr & tcchnique rr]:ich tras been usedin this coun'ury for overLcn years ancl h"as 1;r-oved cffcci;:Lve and safe
u j-th proper hanciling. Thc f inc nylon nesh ne-b s ar.c suspencicd ve '-tically on banrboo poles in tire airticipated l-ines of novenent of bi"r:cis.
The birds, noving naturally, are caught l,rith -i;]rc rnininrum of distr-rrbance
and allc rernovcd from the ncts a'u frccluent intervals, the most suj-tablcnet sites are bcti,rcen recd or scdge aTeas where ,cfue bircls bre cd, andthe suiror-lnding i;hiciccts through lrhich thcy move lihilc feeding. This
avoids dis-burl:ancc actually j-n thc rccds, i.rhcre 'uiicrc lrogld b; a dangerof cles-i;roying nests anci plants, and darnaging thc. cr.op

rtftcr a quick survcy'uvo sitcs vcr'c choscn this surrurrcr, anci both
\rere used -bhroughout. The fir"st of ilrcsc r,las ilrc arca of the briclc_pits, whei:c birds brced in the rcr-ds a,nd novc out to the surrou.'.dj:rgilillou and haluthorn. The nci;s \lcr:e siicd rorxrcl thc cdge of ,che pils
along the paths . T}:,e second, erea , ncarby, r/as the paltti along t5e
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edgc of ihc connon fen, uhcrc'uhc birds behaved in a sirnilar nur.nrrer.
Apart from the presence or" -birc bi::cis, tliese si.tes hLcl -i;hre e main
advan-i;ag'csr Tliey i.,rere neer the ciri;rancc ic, tiic Fcirr, cnabling eqr-;.ip-
rnent, e'sllecially tirc cuia'oersonc polcs to bc casily iranspo:r:i;ed to 6re
sitesf /it 'clte sanc tine hor;cvcr -i: icy ucr'c icasonabl;,- inconspieuous
to thc pubiic, thus avoiding rru-1,u;il drs'curbrrrce to each party, Situated
on t}:c rtor-bh-east of -i;hc i'cn, thc sites ilere protccteci fron thc preveijJ-
ing t.tin6 r cu hazard lriricir ieduccs the cffrciency of a net.

A useful sitc lrhich uas not cxploitci ti:is Jrcar ilas ihe rcecl bcd
arca. The liced irarbl-cr, i:c.ing particr:.l;r-rly attrac-l;ed to Phragmltes
1s more nurlerolr.s herc i;iurn clseril:c::e. This could bc r;orked in thc
sanlo i:iaJr as tl:c othcr sites, ir)r:ntercepting birds on-thcir uay to a::d
fron thc rccds,

A11 thc birds caughi al:'c ::ing'cc1 ancl irciEircd i a rjle asuremc.nt of l,ring
leng:bhs erc crlso tarcen. The ini'orrrai;ion collcctcll is iabuie.tcd on
sevcral kj-nds of forrn to sho'w various facets of thc jnvcstigaiion. A
chronological record of all initial ringings ancl rctrappings or:ringed
birds is kcpt n For cach bi::cr tlu,t is .r:otrai;pcd an indivich.ral cr"rd is
kcpt, inclica,-bing thc his'bor:y of -bhc bircl , fror,r uhich iir is possii:le to
inves'cigatc its varia-bi-oris of ,;ciEhtr c.nd its status, iror each of the
tiro spccics, a card is fillccl jil cach day on uliich catchcs arc rnidc,
l;hicLr pcrrni-ts scasorlal vr-,:ia'i;ions of ive igh'cs, thc proporiion of unringed
to::ingcd birds, and propor-bions oi' juvenilcs to aduli;s to bc asccrtainerl.
Thcse dita can provide uscful ::csr-'.lts,

.\iv ) Ihzidcnce collcctccl c

'l'hc cvidcncc collcci;cd. by a pilot schcinc of this na-i,urc is naturally
inconpletc, but ncvcrthclcss is sufficient to shoi,r thai; -bhc i"indings
arc sta.rting to providc anslJors to some ques-bions. It is confidently
expcctcd i;hat jll e y'car of fullcr covcreiget L\ mrcl: larger nunbcr of birds
could bc ring'ed, and fitore val-u"ai:le rcsults obtained,

One aspe c'c of i;h.c findin3s is c.iscussed bricfly bcloi;.

It lras uoticeablc -;l:c,'u -birc rc';i-vi-by of thc i:ircls varicd considcr-
aiily tirroughoui thc day Lncl"i;iris rras in;cs-bigatcd fc'r tltc Scdge iiari:lcr.
tfhc'ctay r;as dividcd in'Lo hoi-trlir intc:rials, s-tilr-ting a" sunr'isc, ancl -bhc

numbcrs of birds caugh.1; is ricli as ihcj-r uci3hi;s,,icr'e collccted in -Lhesc

intcrvals. The ltcigiiis (scc eccorxpslying cliagrarn) I'ere ptotted as aees
llci-ghts over ihrcc-l:ourly in-bcrrrals; -bhus thc fi-u-rc plottcd at the
third hour is ihc mcan ucig-h-i; of all Scdge iiarble rs (excluciing jweniles )
caug'irt in thc scconC , -bhird and fourth Jrours af-Ler' si.uxisc. Thc othe r
l-j:re shotis tlic activity, virich iras calci.rla'r,ed by dividing the total
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ni'uaber of birds caught in tlie hour'-long pcriocl by thc nunbcr of days inv,rhich catching -i;ook placc dui.ing -bh"at hour. ..t'h; ,.rr*irur- oi-*"ts used ,and their sj-'tesr ucre fairly consistent -fhror-rg'hout thc scason.

It v';i11 be scen 'ci:il 1;licrc is r, pcaic of eciivity in -bhc iirird hour,
Ylt,:]i ul?p:.:ff to zcro in-Li:c fifth hou=, and rises to a snarlcr peakrn 'thc cisirth hour. This seccnd pcali rcsul-bs iil a parallel i*c::casc
l: I peiL r,rci3ht, hu'c -tire firsi cloes not. Tliis aight bc bccause theprrcls al:c i.tvol-vcd in e tton-fe-din8 activi-ty, sricii as "i;cryitory-irolding
and cl.isplay, in ti:c carly noinj-ng, As tlolri.i bc cx1:cci;cd, ,che birdsrcach a naxirinxir r,;cigh-i; in thc cvciiing, end -bhis is rccjuccd to , ;l;-
nrurn j-n thc rnorning, due partiy -bo'r,lic cncrgy expcnclccl in gaj:r-bai.nj:rg
tt ody icmpcra-bur'c ovcr ni,.3l:-b .

v) Othcr obscrvations

:ls a -''csult of thc h,:gc nu;:ri:crs of nan-]rou:rs spent on 6rc Irenother orni-thologi-cal obscrva';ions ]ravc bccn naclc " Inevitably otherspcci-cs &rc caught, and-i;hcsc arc ringcd in i.n attcnpt io providc
othdr uscful ciata on thc spccies uirich occupy sirnil.ar arcas to thoseof -bhe tt';o acrocephalus trarblcrs rmdcr study. Fron tirc nunrbcr ofcatchings it is pcssiblc 'bo escertain thc "Ll"tiuo abundancc of theinconspicuous 'warblcrs ancl o'uhc:r birc,.s" ,Llic r"inging ,uotals of thefolloi,t5ng spccic.s erc of intcrcsts-

Grasshoppcn ri:Lrblcr, 3
Reed ];/a.rblcr 34
Sedge triarb lcr 1 03
Bl-aclccap 19
Garclcn l,Iarbler z

I,,hi-tci,hroa.t 17
Lesscr irhlteth.roat B
t/illor;,r ri',Iarbler 

31
Chiffchaff 1 3

Dulri::g bhc ycars 1,a'o'd-1972, ii is hopcd to nal.,c obscwa-bions onbrecdj:rg birds and tl:cir distribui;ion in thc British islcs, on a basiscf thc 1O-]rilomct::"e squarcs of thc niltional grid. Iriany uscful r.ccordshavc bccn coilcctcc] at liiclccn Fcn, bccausc of 'chc largc nur,r'5ers ofornithologists tlho havc bccn prescnt cl.urinE; thc brccding selason. you::g
birds of nany spccies T,el:c caugir,u in car"l1r JuJ-y, bcforc-any bii:ds bredout of 'uhc arca rnight j:avc i-u;i3ratcd, Thus li." i:rcccl"ing of such
jFcciet__o? trvillow 'f it, Trcc Crccpcr, Grasshoi:1.,cr 'r,Inrtlcro Blaciccapr
Lcsscr ilhitcthroat, and nalqy o'cj:crs lles provcd" Thc survcy lays cm-phasis on proof rathc:: than hish probaibili-i;y, €,nc1 -bhcsc elrc ail uscful
ob scrv cr-L i_ons .

Counts of ilucl<s olt'chc lli,rc havc bccn iiriidc for the rolildfoul Trustrs
contjrtuous census of .bl:esc l:ircls and ii; 1s hopcci to naintein thcsc obser-yations on thc statc of noult of birds caught hevc bccn nadc, i;hc nostintcrc's-i;ing ones so fa:: bcing of 15 Long-'t,ailcd Tits in ,i.;o corrsccutivodays. Thcsc s]:ould g'ivc in-bcres-bing cla'sa liLicn Ltoi:c :r:cc6r.ds harc bcen
accurnulatcd.
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In a feur years I tirne, i-L shoulcl be possible t o r,urite a further re-port on the birds of l/icken Fen. The u*lrru of the notes on the speciesin any such chccti-h-st could be j-ncreased \,lere a regular proEranme ofringfug r€sceirch to for-r-oru on this^y"""i* iii"t scheme.

vr)

A few notcs on indivioual species obscrvecl fron lViay t o July areincluded, r'rhere they are of particular intere st , or supplementary tothe recorcl s in r?he Bir.ds of 
"viictrcen 

-tr-;en t (c . trr. s .:. ;;-c:;:tr.[:" Gel ) ,
I/larsh Haryier e

several rccords of indivicluals throughout the sumrner"

Montagur s Harrier.:
a pair fias ver'y probably present thr.oughout the sumner ,but the bir'ds had a i,vj-cie range ancl no breedj:lg a-btempts

h,ere ::ecorcied. tr\.r.rther infornntion is rcqui-red onthis specie s. I ---

Snipe e

numerous r and frequcntly observed c:r,nrri-ng.

f ,ioodcoclc 
e

roding i,ias noted throughout the sumrner o

Collared nove I

nune rous in the area of the briciqrits r up t o 10 pai_rsprobably involved.
a

Turble love c

vei.y nuner.dus throrighout the f'en.

Suift B :

. .:. 
:

Upto1O0sce]lfe.:ciingoverthcl,{e::careainsuitab1e
'rveathcr, presunably the breedj:rg .birds frora thevj-llagc. Ore bircl ringecl at lJounhan l,,{eirket in 1966
vi,ras f ound clead in lfickcn .in Apr"il 1gGB.

Treecreeper! . ', '

probably tuo pairs ,in the rure& of the bri.ckpits. Ajuv cnile ruas caught j:r carly July.

Song ?hnrsh:

one bird ringed at the roost ncar Coton on
rias controlled on zf t,[ay 1968,

2 l,{arch 1968

.. o.....cOntifrued
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Grasshopper lIarbler a

breecling pairs on the lrcn. Tlro juveniles wcre caught
in caqly July" I

Lesser l,ihiietliroat c

probabl)r rrore nune j:ous t]:a.n it appears , judgjng by the
number: of bircls crtught in & srnall area. Juvunil"*
vrere also cauglrt in early Jufy.

Spotted tr'lycatchert
A bird near -bhe l/iere on 5 I''{ay ancl another caught at thebriclqii s on 12 lvtey lrere probab ly on pers sage . There

TJerc no othcr rccor'Cs.

Rcdpoll;

present in fai r nurehers ihrougirout ilre sumilcri
adul'bs, but nc juvcniics to"o caught.

Builfinch:

several

a very numerous bi:rc, lllocks vere occesionaliy seen
fecding on tho gror-rnc1 in the srlruound j:rg fields, 'oihich
is pcrhaps i.rnusual for tliis species.

..\vii/ Education and the visitor to the Fen

Al'c}:oug'h thc ringcrs are usually f:riri;7' busy rihile catcliing bj-rds,
they arc &lna5rs anxious to ncet rncnbers of thc public l,lho are curious
or even suspicous about tiieir activities, They'i,ry to slor; them liol;r
the birds are caugh'u and ringed ancl c:lplain thc p1-lrT)ose of it all. Itis pleasing-i;hat all thc people cncou-r:"fcred havc bccn satisfied that
nothing unrcesonable is being clonc, and irlany,ravc bcen vcry intcicsied.
P'.elat ions r'rith thc public a:i:'e ahrays a cornpronise bctue en ie ing t oo
open, r';hiclr uould lead to uncluc disturbance of the birds, and clelay
the r,iork too ntuch, rrd being too sccrctiric r ithich night gi'tc rise to
suspicion ancl a"n undcsirable and u:rfaj-r rcpu'ca-tion. It is hopecl tirat
this problern has bcclL sttcccssfuliy ract 'chrougitout thc sur.ir.rci. Public
co-opcratton has bcci: cncoul'agecl'by'r,he esta.biishrncn-b of & rccorcl boolc
in ilhich obscrvations can bc r'ccoi'd.ed. 1,,{r. and j',.ir.s. Sarnes ha,ve bccn
vcry t;incl in l"ocping 'uhis ancl c1r"Lr;ing thc attcntion of thc public -bo

it, and it lras ine t r,rith sone succcss.

Most of 'che uoCc has bcen done by o.ualifiecl ri-:rgcrsy but there has
bcen scinc opportunity to train bcgi.:rnirs. Thus it i* lopcd that tr-ained
undergradna-bes l;ill nove out bo o-i;hcr pa:.ts of ihe coqntryr rmd nore re-
sident enthusiasts ';ri11 be availeble to continue projccts in thc area ofCanbridge. r'/-ickan fen, vlj-'ch its large vari-cty of spccics in steady
supply, is an cxcellcnt placc f orbhis,

r r r... r.. rCOntinucd
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The conplction of 'Lhe pilot schcne this sunxjlcr' l:as s]:o';;a -bh;ii; there
is & lot of useful iirfor:raation i;o be gatl:crcd on the Fen. It should be
possiblc 'bo rlng ntany norc Recd an'l Scdge llarblc:rs in 1969 and 'uhe fincl-
ings should thus essrlnc nuch grcatcr sigrrificencc. \,Ii-bl: tl:c experi-ence
gaincd. in 1958 ii uill bc casicr: to catch bircls cfficicr:tly as nuch has
becn lcarncd ai:out i-rscful nct sitcs. Thc rcsuits of thc schci,rc have
gcncratcd sr-rl;stantial intcrcst a:aongst othcr ringcrs in Canbriagc and
nany non-rin8crs arc al-so cagcr -L o learn. Thus b)' 1969 -bhere siroul-d loc

a largcr nunrbcr of cxpcricnccd ::'ingcrs cirid pai:tiaily--i;rained beginncrs
to hclp. These lill bc u'cilisccl by covering nore r*cehend.s r'athcr than
b;r using niorc pcoplc cach ircctr<cncl , and -Liris ,.;iil incrciisc thc value of
the rcsul-bs by ir.qpr'oving bhcir cori'uinuity"

lJhilc thc Acroccphali erc uin'bcring in Afi'ica, thcr:c are othcr
stuclies uorth inaking. These irrvoivc particu.lar'ly'chc vintcring popu-
Iations of Redl,lj-rrg and. fielclfares r,rl:ich erc nunlcrous on '';h.c F'cn, both
uhile f ceding by Cay ancl roost j-ng at ni6ht, It is }:opcd to c.iscovcr
thc nurnbcrs of bird.s involvccl and -bhcir raovcncnt pattc::r:sr for ins'oance
Llrc the sanc birds prcsent i;hroughout-i;he i;inter or not? i,rhat propor'tion
of birds uinicriug on thc Fcn rcturtr in subscclucnt l;in'bc.rs? Sinilar
ciucstions coulcl bc eslccd about -l;he finch flocks uhich probably build
up latcr in thel;intcr. It lrill also bc inturcsting to scc lihcthcr
'uhc .'csiiient biras, snch as itobins, ringe d in 'uhe brccding scason are
still pre scnt r or if 'bhcir nuiters have jrccn sr,iolicn by L.ircis florn else-
irhere ltintcrJ:rg on thc Fcn,

i:c) lt clinoirledgcncnt s

L'c arc inilcbtcd to all'uliosc ilho havc mat'l-c this projcct possiblc,
and cspccially i;o J)::. Jolm Sinart , Zool-ogical Scc::c'cary for ihe ii;,tional
Tnistrs Wickcn F'cn Coiailittcc, irho issucd thc pcnli--i, for our. uork, and
ilas kincl and pa-i;icnt uith u.s fron thc ou-bsct, Thc \',aracn, Colonel
lt{itchel, al}or;ed us to Lr-sc a sirccl r.or living and rirrging in at -b}re hcight
of tlr.c suritacr visits, ul:icli nadc e g::c.a-i.; Ccal of r'riffcrcncc to tire spced
ancl cfficicncy of -i,hc proll3arrililo a-b i;l'.r;Lt could l:avc bccit a critical tir-rc,
Apart fron this hc i:ccarle a valu.ablc fricnd, .:,1-r,ra;r's rcaciy lrith uscful
aclvicc and inf or.nati_cn" T,hc liccpcr' anci i,!rs. .rfilf rccl .,Bar-ncs rJerc c.qually
kind smd lreicottiiig anci ucic good. cnough 'co drarr tirc a'c-i;cn-i;ion of visitors
to our book for r'ccc::'cis, kcpt at thc co'ttagc. fhroughout ite lreccivcd nc-
thing bu-b good uill and f.r:icndly co-oircration fr"oia all iirosc i,rorlcing on
the l,'cn.

The pro j cct ues camie C out
and r'ings irt thcir oil]l cxpcnsc s

li. J . Allcn
C.J, Bibby
i'i.J. Branson
A.C. Clarke

Rcfcrcncc s G.1;1. S, liasy 8c C.l!. E,
Tho Birds of iiictrccn

by the follouing, iriro suppliecl cquiprnent

J .-l!. "l-lick
D"J. Stcvcntcn
C .J. n. f'hortrc
S.i-i. Ililkinson

I(irtle:icl (tgAl) c

Fcn (ttational Trust I ilicken I'en Loca1
Cornnitt ce )

C.J. Bibby
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